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I With the official opening (see report J 
~ this page) of the extensions to Gosford ~ 
~ District Hospital, a big step forward has ~ 
~ been taken towards providing the full fac- ~==== I ilities of a base institution. 

~ The extensions con- cafeteria and nurses 
~ sist of a main ward dining room I ~gb t~ s;~.f:JfE 

Judging from a statement made by the Minis
ter for Health (Mr. A. H. Jago, M.L.A.), at Gosford 
last Saturday, it would appear unlikely that the 
people of Woy Woy will be provided with a public 
hospital in the foreseeable future. 

1=======- :;?ia:~t ~~~sv~~ ~~~E:~1h ~~~::~~~~ The builders were steamers, stock pots, 
Max Cooper & Son of meat oven, jet pots, po
Sydney, and the archi- tato peeler and deep 

= tects, Leighton Irwin & freeze. 

Speaking at the of
ficial opening of the 
Gosford Hospital ex
tensions, Mr. Jago 
said he was very con
scious of the views 
held by the people of 
Woy Woy, but it was 
virtually impossible ~ Co. of Sydney. All meals will be pre

§ The main ward block pared in the kitchen 

!=~ ~~~§1 ~CAFE~::;TEc~RstiAri~::; -_-_=_==-

clinic work; blood bank _ 
E (the local Red Cross has The dining room and 

within the present 
means of the Hospitals 
Commission to estab
lish hospitals in close 
10roximity to another 
hospital, but it was 
proposed to establish a ~ donated $1000 to estab- cafeteria area can easily 

§ lish this bank at the seat 60 to 80 people at 
~ hospital); two fully a sitting. A cafeteria 
§ equipped casualty thea- counter with ample re
~ tres; plaster room; frigeration area and hot 
~ X-ray dark room for food facilities has been = processing of films; provided at a cost of 
§, holding ward for acci- $7,000. 
§ dent and post-operative Laundry block and 

1
= cases; Sisters' station boiler house cost 

and dispensary and cas- $250,000 to build and 
ualty cubicles. This $30,000 to equip. At 
floor is at ground level present 5000lb. of laun
for easy access by am- dry is processed week
bulance cases and walk- ly. 
ing casualty patients . The laundry is de
ADDITIONAL 65 BEDS signed with a flow from 

An additional 65 beds dirty linen to clean lin
will be provided on two en each handled in a 
floors. These floors are separate area by differ

' linked to the existing ent employees. 
building at maternity Equipment provided 
and ground floor levels. is two lOOlb. washing 
Six, three and one bed machines, one lOOlb. 
wards are provided. hydro extractor, one 
The wards are individ- lOOlb. drying tumbler, 
ually screened for priv- one garment and one 
acy and are provided uniform press, one flat
with over-bed lights, work ironer ($12,000 for 
piped oxygen and sue- this machine) ; ample 
tion. A selection of laundry trollies and 
three-station radio sys- linen distribution car
tern is provided, to-
gether with a nurses' 
call system. 

A lift in this build
ing will allow easy 
transport of ambulance 
cases, patient transport 
b etween wards and al
low a modern food ser
vice to function. 

riers. 
A clean linen store 

and a seamstress work 
room for the making of 
uniforms and mending 
of linen are provided. 

The boiler house and 
workshop area is situ
ated below the laundry. 
~o large super econ· 
omic boilers are pro-

CENTRAL HEATING vided and space is al
All wards and corri· lowed for a third boil

dors are centrally heat- er for the future. Coal 
ed by hot water radi· is delivered at the floor 
ators. above and is automat-

Air conditioning is ically fed to the boilers 
provided in the casual- below. The cost to in
ty theatre area on the stall the two boilers 
casualty floor. was $100,000. Steam is 

The kitchen block distributed to all points 
comprises a modern ot tile hospital f;r.om 

range of medical ser
vices which would best 

§ serve the community 

~~=- ii ~:;:!~· G~ 
Hospital will become the 

-==_===--- focal point for the introduction of other activi~-
ies such as help and care 
for the aged whether it 
is at Woy Woy or any· 
where else". 

It was anticipated, he 
continued, in the years to 
come that more help medi· 
cally could be given to 
people in their own ho:lnes 
and a wide range of health 
facilities made available 
within each community. 

Medicine was a field of 
activity which had 
denied funds for 
years, he said. The ;Hl 
tals Commission had only 
$14 million a year to s:peQd 
on maintenance, equipftient 
and all the eonstructfoGal 
work necessary for th.e 280 
hospitals in N.S.W. '}$, 
Mr. Jago stated, was ._ 
nearly enough to cope Will 
its problems. 

"Hospitals large 
small all have an 1m 
ant part to play", he 
"but we must ret~IDIIe'Po~ 
that wbat has tO be -doae 
must be cut from a 
Small p ieCe of Glcith". 

~ Mr. Jago said eve 
~ _possible w as being 
~ increase- the capital 
§- h OSPital work. 

kitchen, cool rooms, tl)es8 uilltS. 
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~- AN.::;;:... 
sion, he stated, was reiMI1 •mlf to sign a contract f..._ 

additional $300,000 to be 
spent at Gosford Hospi
tal. 
This would include a 

nurses' training school and 
additional accommodation 
for the nursing staff, the 
modernisation of the old 
building and the provision 
of various services urgent
ly required at the hospital. 
Patients, he said, would be 
moved into the new wing 
while the old section was 
being renovated. 

Mr. Jago said he antici
pated that Gosford Hospi
tal would reach 250 to 300 
bed capacity by 1973 or 
soon after. "You will see 
this hospital grow into an 
entirely efficient and sound 
unit where everyone will 
be able to receive all types 
of specialised treatment", 
he stated. 

Gosford Hospital, he 
said, because of its skilful 
design planned for the fu
ture had every opportun
ity to develop into a first 
class hospital in a com
P 'I c~ lorm. The 

• 

wtag reftectzd great 
t l)Qtb tbe archi-

---"' 

tects and builders. 
Mr. Jago said his first 

visit to Gosford had taken 
place in 1922 when as a boy 
of nine he had travelled by 
train to Gosford to attend 
the wedding of his brother. 

Since then he had noted 
the tremendous growth 
which had taken place on 
the Central Coast and also 
realised the high casualty 
rate on the roads, particu. 
larly the Pacific Highway. 
Gosford, as the only hos
pital between Hornsby and 
Newcastle, was called upon 
to handle many of these 
accident cases. 

Mr. Jago congratulated 
the Gosford district in 
once again having its own 
Shire Council. 

He said he was delighted 
to be at such an import
ant function in the com
pany of such men as Mr. 
Ted Humphries, M.L.A., 
Member for Gosford, who 
reflected great credit on 
the district as a member 
of the Legislative Assem
bly, Mr. H . Jensen, M.L.A. 
for Wyong, and Mr. Bill 
Maxwell, M.P. 

II 

He also complimented 
the Chairman of Gosford 
Hospital, Mr. R. Mathews 
on continuing to serve the 
Gosford community in this 
capacity although it was · 
two years since he had re
sided in the district. 

Concluding his address, 
Mr. Jago complimented 
the Board of Directors of 
Gosford Hospital and the 
community as a whole and 
in particular the service 
clubs for their support of 
the hospital as such inter
est was tremendously vital 
to the proper functioning 
of any hospital. 

OFFICIAL GUESTS 
The official guests at the 

opening ceremony, the 
Hon A. H . Jago, M.L.A., Dr. 
Selle, Commissioner of the 
N.S.W. Hospitals Commis.. 
sion, Mr. R . M. Vaughan, 
Shire President, Mr. E. H. 
Humphries, M.L.A. for 
Gosford, Mr. H . E . Jensen, 
MLA for Wyoog, and Mr. 
C. W. B. Maxwell, M.P. for 
Robertson, and members 
of the public were wel
comed by the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors of 
Gosford Hospital, Mr. R. G. 
Mathews. 

He thanked the Gosford 
Shire Band for their at
tendance on a day with 
such a busy schedule. 

The extensions to the 
hospital which were to be 
opened that afternoon had 

been waited for for a long 
time and meant a great 
deal to the Board, he said. 

"From now on you will 
see a different and a new 
type of hospital at Gos
ford", he said, "and for 
the first time we will have 
a reasonable bed capacity". 

Gosford Hospital, Mr. 
Mathews continued, could 
now leave behind its image 
of a clearing house, for 
this was the first time the 
hospital's real needs had 
been met or even recog
nised. 

The first section of 
Gosford Hospital built 
in 1945 provided one bed 
per 1,000 head of popu
lation. The new wing, he 
said, brought the pro
portion to 2 beds per 
1000 people. 

BEHIND STATE 
AVERAGE 

This, however, was still 
well behind the State aver
age of 5.8 beds per 1,000. 
The extensions gave the 
hospital 130 beds but it 
actually needed between 
200 to 300 beds to ade
quately serve the commun.. 
ity, he stated. 

The district was growing 
at a remarkable rate and 
he believed the Hospitals 
Commission was doing all 
it could to help. 

(Continued on page 2) 


