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PIan"'has
merit ilt

The sriggestion by well-known worker
for the elderlt. Mrs Ailsa Atdous; that at
least a portion of Wov Woy Hospitai be turn_
ed over into. nursinrc horne. a"cb.modaiion
has a great deal of irrerit. - ...--t-.

. . Mrs Aldous. knows from personal ex-
perience in her wdrk for thd Meals on'Wheels Sef_ _-
vice. and as c.o-ordinaior of the Woy Woy Com-
munity Aged Scrvice Centre, just how desperately
we need nursinq h,rme 'aoc<immodation on th-e.
peninsula. .

- -Th-Erg are.only flour nursing homes on. the
whole of the Central Cohst (and none at WofWoy)
and the waiting'tist at q.rch ol thern is long.

.Local pople who need.nursing home o-ccom_ ,

modation are being sent to Sydney a'nd even further
afield. be.cau.sc thcrc is noivheri they can gb in
their own area. . _ .

.This means separa\on frorn friends and,
cruellest of all. from marriagc partners of 50 and
60 years. Thc loneliness nnd-thc worry caused by .

such scparations olicn rcsulg in the breakrrfwd of
the well pirrtner. .' If such an idea did comii to'reality and if a
portion of Woy'-Woy. Hospital was givin over to .

nursing bcds. thosc fine people wh6 worked so
hrrd to gc-t a hospital lor Woy'Woy should nbtafeei
they had lost ln_vthin-s. :

Medical'und hospital needs change over the
years. and surel-v there is no queslion. that our
greatest hospital need on the peninsuia righi now is
ndrsing honrc bcds-

It would certainl-v be no IEss a hosoital
because elderl-r' people ivere being allowed ;"'1i""
out Lhe few remaining nronths, or years, of their
lives there_. in comfort, among famiiy.and friends,
instead ol being.shippcd ofT to a 

-pla-ce 
.amongstrangers.

The alloc'alion of some, beds. at Woy Woy
- hospital for thc agcd nrcding intinsivc care shouli
'not be considercd as a pcrrnanent arrangernent but
as a rulutioq to a gyorving problem on.a telnporary
basis. until such tinrcs ai a nirrsine hoine is built at
Woy Wor. , .' ., .

The Lstablishmcni of a nursing homi adjoin-
ing Woy Wo.v- Hospital und rehabr-litation cintre
s_lould: of coursc. be the.ultimatc aim. - .. . 
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