
WOY WOY M.t.A. addresses 
(By a Staff Reporter) 

The proposed Woy Woy Hospital Committee is fac:ed with 
its biggest problem since its inception in 1959. 

public ineetin.g 
least five years", he con-
tinued. -

port to the project, we must 
keep faith with the people of 
Woy Woy". 

On Thursday night, Mr, Ted Hum
phries, MLA, told a public meeting that 
Woy Woy would not get a public hospital 
in the forseea,ble future. 

The public .has willingly 
given towards our every func. 
tion. "We will give this every 

a nursing home to keep the thought", she added. 

"We were toM that the 
Hospitals Commission would 
move for a Gosford base hos
pital, with Woy Woy having 
a 100-bed hospi!al and Wyong 
and T uggerah Lakes 50-bed 
hospitals. Mr. Humphries said it 

was· the view of th.e Depart
ment of Health and the 
Hospitals . Commission that 
Gosford Hospital be brought 
up to a proper base hos
pital · "before proceeding 
any further in the area". 
"A nursing home wourd be 

,he best possible alternative to 
be built on the 12 acres of 
dand owned by the proposed 
Woy Woy Hospital Commit
tee" , he revealed. 
· Mr. ' Humphries said the 
matter should be treated as 
"urgent". 

"We wiJl . have to get this 
proposal off the ground. 

"The nursing home would 
be for aged people who can 
reat themselves" . 

Mr. Humphries was the 
prime mover of the motion 
that the proposed hospital 
committee discuss the idea at 
its next meeting. 

He pointed out that a 20-
30 bed nursing home could 
form part of an eventual hos
pitaf at Woy Woy. 

However; he added he 
would support any move made 
by the committee "whether it 
be for a nursing home · or a 
hospital" . 

Mr. Mumphries said that it 
was · up to the community to 
look after its elderly citizens. 

Ways and means would 
ha~ to be found to run such 

costs within reason. · If the committee supports 
He intimated that the 430 a move for a nursing home "We sholud wait; it is IY<t· 

organisations in the · area instead of a hospital, then it ter to see a · hospital at Woy 
would assist with the fund- could forfeit any right to a Woy than four or five wards 
raising for such a scheme. Patonga estate recently be- of a nursing home built on 

' I believe · that this is the · queathed to it. the 12-acre site". 
problem", he remarked, "and The estate, in Main Street, Secretary of the Gosford 
your committee could not do Patonga, with an estimated Hospital, Mr. Neville Boyce, 
it atone". value in excess of $4,000, was conveyed the best wishes of 

He expressed confidence in left to the committee with the the hospital's board. 
the fact that if the proposed stipulation that the proceeds of He expafined the com
hospital committee did pass the sale of the home m ust go plexities ·surrounding the 
such a move, Governmental towards the construction of a additions on to the existing 
support would be forthcoming hospital at W oy Woy . Gosford HospitaL 
within a reasonable time. PFesident of the Woy Wo· · . · . 

Mr. H umphries said that Lions Club, Mr. Tom Waugh, Mr. B?yce ~hen Said _that it. 
the State Government is faced one of the trustees of the hos- ~as /h~ rot~ho~ ~0 b:mg ~~e 
with tremendous problems, pita] committee, praised ·Mr. · "Sos tor OS?,lta h' 0h e 

· 11 · h d t th H h · , "d · · .ta e average , w 1C con-espec~a y wJt regar o .e ump nes report, and sa1 . t d "f 250 300 b d h 't 
1 State-wide drought. that !.ions and other com- srs e 0 • • e ospi a · 

"Some things must suffer in munity organisations would H:e said . that the 65-bed ex-
the light of this. The drought support any move made by tensl?n would a~erage ap
alone will' cost the Govern- the committee. pr?xr~nately $20,0CJ_ per be~ , 
ment probably $200,000" . Mr. Waugh said that he bn:'&mg the cost 1n the VI· 

fulfy agreed that . Gosford crruty of $1!3.00,000. 
DISTRICT PROBLEM 

Mr. Humphries received 
praise from many people at 
th·~ meetnig for his concise 

Hospital should be made into An additional $100,~00 
a base hospital wc:mld ~e needed to furmsh 

· · this sectiOn, he revealed . 
LET DOWN Safaries stood at $80,000 to 

report . However, he added, that, $100,000 yearly, he stated. 
have Mr. Boyce expressed the However, it is expected that "Governmentally we 

the ·proposed Woy Woy Hos- been let down. · 
pita! Committee will reject any "It would be in the too 
move for a nursing home. distant future for Woy Woy 

hope that the Gosford Hos
pital would ·introduce an out
patients' section prior to the 
end of 1966. 

This section, he said, would 
contain pathology and physio
th·erapy divisions. 

Secretary of the commitree, i to have a hospital. 
Mrs. Hillyer, said that on " I don't think that there 
behalf of her group which would be anywhere etse in 
has .worked so hard for a N .S.W. with a population the 
hosprtal at Woy Woy, and same as this district has that 
"for the generous public sup- is so far under-hospitalised. 

---------·-----~---------· He referred · to former ·sug-

Mr. Boyce was of the 
O';JiniOn that a nursing home 
built at Woy Woy would cost 
in the vicinity of $4,000 to 
$5,000 ·per bed. gestions that a "cottage hos

pital" be built at Woy Woy 
and T he Entrance, with Gos
ford Hospital as the base 
dealing with post-operatire 
: are . . 

"At present, the position is 
!aughab!e", Mr. Waugh stated. 

Mr. Waugh moved a motion · 
that .a letter be sent to the 

1 
~tate. J,>remier stating t.ilat Wo.y 
Woy was not IJ-eing fairly 
treated . in relation to the con
struction of a hospital. 

He intimated that Woy Woy 
had received a long list of 

. promises about the provision 
of a hospital. 

Mr. Waugh also asked that 
the letter contain the question 
when the Woy · Woy area 
could expect a hospitar. 

One of the foundation mem
bers. of the hospital commit
tee, Mr. Perc Cornish, said 
tha t he was terribly disap
poiured. 

He added that it would be 
better for Woy Woy to wait 
even up to 15 years to have 
a hospital built. 

He referred to the $2! mil
lion hospitai at Belmont, stat
ing that the peop~~ of that 
area preferred to wait, "with 
oufstanding results" . 
· Mr. Cornish said that the 
present · site of the proposed 
hospital at Woy Woy was 
selected 11 years ago by the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

He revealed that a deputa
tion to the Hospitals Commis
sion at that stage was told 
that a start would be made 
within 10 years . 

"A further deputation four 
years ago revealed that no
thing could be done for at 

If such a nursing home 
was built," he revealed that help 
courd be forthcoming from 
Gosford Hospital by way cf 
laundry and cooking facilities. 

In relation to the care of 

the aged, Mr. Boyce said that 
it could be possible for Dr. 
F . Sacks to address a meeting 
at Woy Woy. 

Dr. Sacks is in charge of 
State geriatric care. 

Mr. Boyce said that inten
sive rehabliltation was needed 
" to get the aged people on 
thyir feet". 

He spoke of the Starr Com
mittee report initiated during 
the time of the Labor Govern
"ment dealing with " reorganisa
tion and rationalisation". 

The report dealt with the 
splitting of the State into 
various sections. He quoted 
the Riverina area, where a 
"trial period" was under way, 
40 hospitals with the one base 
hospital. ' 

He said that the present 
State Government was car 
ing on the policy. 

In relation to the nursing , 
oome proposal for Woy Woy, ' 
Mr. Boyce said that it would 
cost approximl)tely the · S3me 
to buil'd and equip such a 
horQe as it would nurses' 
quarters. 

He ·offered every possible as
sistance to the Woy Woy 
Hospital Committee "wher
ever possible". 

Pro. tern. chairman of th 
Woy Woy Hosiptal Commit
tee, Mr. Arthur Osborne, told 
the meeting that his hard. 
working · members would · dis
cuss the case at length at the 
next meeting. 

"We will go into aH the de~ 
tails before a decision is 
reached . 

"It is better to have half a 
loaf than none at all" . 

GUESTS l 
Prior to the commencement 

of the well -attended meeting 
held at the Masonic Hal1, Wo 
Woy, Mr. Osborne welcomed 
distinguished guests, Mr. 
Humphries, Mrs. Humphries, 
Mr. Boyce, Cr. Ida Hoskin, 
Cr. Gordon Baines, Mr. Little 
and Matron Inskip. 




