
Gosford Hospital 50th Anniversary 

Glad memory 
of early days 
WHEN Gosford Hospital 
opened its doors on May 26, 
1945 Glad Frewin, then 
known as Nurse Butler, had 
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for more than a month. 
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The nursing staff began 
their duties on April 9 and 
included seven sisters, four 
assistants in nursing and 
Matron Nona Knight. 

Glad. 17 at the time. said 
the nursing staff began early 
to clear up the mess left 
behind by the builders and 
prepare the hospital for its 
first patients. 

"Everyone was scrubbing 
walls and getting dirt off the 
corridors," Glad, now 67, 
said. "We worked like mad. 

"Matron Knight did the 
cooking for the first four 
days because there was no 
domestic staff or cook." 

She said there was no 
comparison between the 
hospital today and when she 
worked there 50 years ago. 

"It was just like a little 
cottage hospital when I was 
there," Glad said. 

"The hospital was sur
rounded by bushland and it 
was not unusual for the 
ambulance to be bogged 
while it was transporting 
patients to the back door. 

"There was no lift at the 
time either and patients had 
to be carried by the nurses 
from the ground floor up-

1 

stairs and down again after 
the operation. 

"Anyone who should die 
during the night had to be 
carried by the sister and a 
nurse to the mortuary which 
was situated at the eastern 
end of the building past the 
boiler room." 

Glad's duties included 
theatre work and general 
duties such as sterilising 
equipment, making beds, 
taking temperatures, spong
ing patients and even stok
ing the boiler. 

When the domestic staff 
went on strike one time Glad 

and her colleagues also had 
to wash dishes and serve 
patients their meals. 

She worked 52-hour 
weeks for 25 shillings and 
threepence. But despite the 
hard work Glad remembers 
her 3'12 years at the hospital 
fon.dly. 

"Before I joined the hos
pital I had led quite a 
sheltered life on my father's 
farm in Yarramalong Valley. 

"I didn't get to socialise 
much but then I was sud
denly thrown into the real 
world with people my own 
age." 

Glad said living on the 
hospital premises with the 
other nurses ensured lasting 
friendships. 

Glad left the hospital to 

Glad Frewin today 

get married and never be
came a registered nurse. 

She is still involved with 
the hospital auxiliary and 
helps out once a week. 


