
TO · SUMMONS EX 
£25,000 IS 

~4 OW,ING PATIENTS 
~ Gosford District Hospital Board on Mon- · ~ 
day Bight decided to issue summonses 
against all ex-patients who have not paid j 
tlieir accounts. 

Board chairman Mr. R. G. Mathews, an- , 
nouncing the decision yesterday, said more : 
than £25,000 was owing to the hospital. 

"Every assistance has been extended to 
people who need time to pay /but remark
ably large numbers of them are attempt
ing to abscond from their responsibility 
and are making no effort to pay," said Mr. 
Mathews. 
The chairman said that in 'the past twelve 

months, hospital secretary Mr. Boyce had · 
made a concentrated drive to collect the 

oney owing by posting well over 2000 re
minder notices. 

He said three or more reminders had been 
sent out to those ex-patients who would be 
JDDUnoned. · 

COLLECTION CLERK 

Mr. Mathews said the Hospital is most 
sympathetic to people experiencing financial 
difficulties and extension of time to pay 
would be granted where this is justified by \ 
circumstances applicable to each case. 

The Board has employed the services of 
a full-time fees collection clerk and he is 
charged with the responsibility of following 
up accolints and the issue of summonses. 

(Previously the Hospital had engaged a 
debt collector but this practice had been dis
continued.) 

Mr. Mathews said: "With over £25,000 
owed by patien who have receive<l a; en
tion over the past four years, the hospital 
can no longer afford to ignore the position. 

"From now on the hospital will maintain l 
its considerate policy of helping everyone • 
wJie sincerely discusses their financial cir
camstaaees with the fees officer and who 
ngularly make payments toward iilelr ac
eoats. 

"Every other' case will recei 
with the view to summons action. 

"The Board regr,r" t this 
aecess t • .,.,.,..... 


